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ARTICLES 


In memory of the Great Leader President Kim Il Sung 
on the 27th - anniversary of his passing away’ 


I remember that fateful day in July 1994 when the great leader comrade KIM IL 
SUNG left us. I first heard the news that the great leader comrade KIM IL SUNG 
had passed away on the 9th of July when I was visiting my mother's house at 
Winchester, Hampshire. It was announced suddenly and abruptly on the Radio. I 
did not believe the news reports, I thought they must be false. When I heard the 
stark announcement my heart beat fast and I felt ill. I walked up my mother's 
garden to calm down. After all, only a few days before on Sunday the 3rd of July I 
had returned from People's Korea travelling via Beijing, China. We had actually left 
the DPRK on Saturday 2nd of July. Our visit to the DPRK had been very 
successful. During our visit, virtually each day we saw the great leader comrade 
KIM IL SUNG on the tv giving either giving on - the spot guidance or meeting 
foreign guests such as Ludo Martens the then head of the Workers' Party of 
Belgium. Each time he met foreign guests on tv the theme "Long live Marshal KIM 
IL SUNG" ! was played which gave a certain grandeur, a real sense of presence He 
looked healthy and vigorous. To me it was impossible and unimaginable that 
„comrade KIM IL SUNG leave us so soon. 


At 2am in the morning of the 8th of July 1994 comrade KIM IL SUNG had 
passed away suddenly whilst still at work even though it was 2am in the morning. 
I believe he had been working on documents about the economy and national 
reunification. When the news was announced by KCNA and DPRK TV people in 
the DPRK rushed to the statues of the great leader comrade KIM IL SUNG. They 
were in tears and some threw themselves to the ground, how could they be parted 
from President KIM IL SUNG ? A lot of people in the West totally fail to understand 
the reverence of the Korean people for the great leader comrade KIM IL SUNG. As 
one Korean explained to me, they wore the badge with the image of the President 
with pride and devotion because without the President there would not be no 
Korea. President KIM IL SUNG had fought the Japanese imperialists for more 
than a decade to win the independence of Korea and start to build a new nation. 
Indeed President KIM IL SUNG was the father of modern Korea and the founder 
of socialist Korea. Moreover he was like a father to the Korean people as he 
established a socialist system which gave them full employment, free education, 
free health care, housing and many other things that in other countries are 
regarded as an impossibility. President KIM IL SUNG also worked for the 
independent reunification of Korea, in fact he had been planning a summit with 
the south Korean chief executive before he passed away. President KIM IL SUNG 
fought for world peace and global independence. For the people of the DPRK 
losing President KIM IL SUNG was like losing their parents. 


The reason why it seems like only yesterday that comrade KIM IL SUNG passed 
away, rather than a quarter of a century ago , is that his memory burns brightly . 
Comrade KIM IL SUNG is alive as the Juche idea, the idea of independence and 
self - reliance and alive in the pulsating reality of People's Korea. 


The great leader President KIM IL SUNG worked all his life for the independence 
of the people. He was a tireless fighter who battled against imperialism all his life, 
leading the Korean people first against the rapacious Japanese imperialists, then 
against the barbaric US imperialists. President KIM IL SUNG waged a 15 year long 
armed struggle against the Japanese imperialists becoming a legendary general 
distinguished by his adroit guerrilla tactics. He gave the Korean people 
independence and liberation, something that is so precious it cannot be bartered 
for billions of tons of gold bullion. 


President KIM IL SUNG was the ever - victorious iron - willed brilliant 
commander and gifted military strategist who defeated the US imperialist 
aggressors who had tried to crush People's Korea when it was in its cradle. Thus 
again he defended the independence of the people. Under the leadership of the 
great leader President KIM IL SUNG, two stages of revolution were carried out : the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution and the socialist revolution. He 
founded the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ), an unique socialist 
state of Juche centred on the popular masses, a people's paradise. The DPRK has 
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proved to be a most durable, stable and harmonious socialist state. 


The great leader comrade KIM IL SUNG ensured that Rightist and Leftist 
deviations were avoided in the construction of socialism. Moreover socialism in 
Korea was not a copy of another country but Korean - style socialism, an 
independent Juche socialism. The DPRK upheld socialist principles when others 
introduced capitalist - style methods. Independence, independence and 
independence was the creed of the great leader President KIM IL SUNG. He 
authored the Juche Idea which lights the road of independence for the popular 
masses and teaches us that man is the master of everything. The Juche idea 
captivated the anti-imperialists and revolutionaries throughout the world. 
Thousands of seminars on the Juche idea have been held all over the world. 


The Songun idea initiated by the great leader generalissimo KIM IL SUNG in 
the fiery days of the anti - Japanese armed struggle is based on the concept that 
independence is achieved by arms and the victorious revolution is defended by 
arms. The Songun idea, which has been implemented by the worthy successors of 
the great leader generalissimo KIM IL SUNG, eternal general secretary KIM JONG 
IL and dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN, is the treasured sword that defends 
the independence and dignity of People's Korea the bastion of world socialism. 


The great leader comrade KIM IL SUNG always struggled uncompromisingly 
against US led world imperialism. He upheld unity against division when the 
international communist movement and socialist camp suffered from sharp 
differences. The great leader comrade KIM IL SUNG held the red flag of socialism 
when others abandoned it. He was a great revolutionary true to his faith until the 
very last moments of his life. President KIM IL SUNG put forward the line of global 
independence and was known as the sun of the world revolution. 


The great leader President KIM IL SUNG put forward correct policies for 
independent national reunification as well for the south Korean revolution. 

We remember great President KIM IL SUNG as the eternal leader of the Korean 
people and WPK, the greatest of great leaders who was the author of the Juche 
idea, the benevolent liberator of the Korean people, the ever - victorious iron - 
willed commander and the outstanding leader of the world revolution. The ideas 
and cause of the great leader President KIM IL SUNG is being faithfully carried 
forward by dear respected leader Marshal KIM JONG UN, who is identical to the 
great leader President KIM IL SUNG. 

THE GREAT LEADER PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG IS ALWAYS WITH US 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


'75th anniversary of the Law 
on Sexual Equality in North Korea’ 


75 - years ago the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea passed the 
law on Sexual Equality which liberated women from centuries of double and triple 
oppression. 


Here is the text of the Law on Sexual Equality in North Korea 


ARTICLE 1: Women have equal rights to men economically, culturally, socially, 
and politically in all areas of life of the nation. 


ARTICLE 2: Women have the same rights as men to vote and be elected in the 
regional as well as the highest national organs. 


ARTICLE 3: Women have the same rights as men to workers' rights, equal wages, 
social insurance, and education. 


ARTICLE 4: Women, like men, have the right to free marriage. Unfree and forced 
marriage without the consent of those marrying is prohibited. 


ARTICLE 5: When it becomes difficult to continue the married relationship, women 
have the same rights as men to free divorce. The right to litigation to demand child 
support payments from the ex-husband is acknowledged, and such cases shall be 
processed at the People's Court. 


ARTICLE 6: The legal marriageable age shall begin at seventeen for women and 
eighteen for men. 


ARTICLE 7: Polygamy is a feudal practice from the Middle Ages and sales of 
women as wives or concubines are hereby prohibited as evil practices that violate 
women's rights. Licensed prostitution, private prostitution, and the kisaeng [female 
entertainer] system - kisaeng licenses and schools - are prohibited. 


ARTICLE 8: Women have the same rights as men to inherit property and land, and 
women have the right to be gwen their share of property and land in cases of 
divorce. 


ARTICLE 9: All Japanese imperial laws and regulations pertaining to Korean 
women's rights are null and void as of the promulgation of this law. This law takes 


effect as of the day of promulgation. 
( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


‘Eternal Comrade Kim Il Sung, 
the eternal sun of the epoch’ 


(In occasion on 27th - anniversary 
of the demise of Eternal Comrade Kim Il Sung ) 


The 8th of July will be the 27th - anniversary of the passing away of the Great 
Leader Comrade Kim Il Sung. It is worth recalling once again this one of the most 
outstanding figures of the 20th century. 


Many books and works have been written about great Comrade Kim Il Sung, and 
we know his achievements detailed in immortal works. However, let us try to draw 
attention to the general, spiritual and sublime meaning of his life. When was the 
beginning of the immortal and spiritual aspects of the life of Comrade Kim Il 
Sung? 


For decades, causing misery and suffering, the process of the Japanese 
occupation of the Korean people was developing on Korean soil. Brutal exploitation 
was developing and social contradictions grew worse. The oppressed Korean 
people's longing for freedom crashed against the shifting but still lasting brutal 
forms of occupation. Work - the source of man's creative progress - became the 
basis of his oppression and slavery. The accumulation and plunder of riches by 
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the Japanese occupiers. 


In these difficult days full of enslavement, the star of hope shone. Comrade Kim 
Il Sung lit the way to liberation, armed with social ideas with the powerful 
ideological weapon of Juche philosophy. In his speech: , The path of Korean 
Revolution ” in Kalun in June 1930 For the first time, he united theory with 
practice and with the wisdom of a genius he showed the way and direction for the 
Korean revolution under the banner of Juche Idea. 


Using this weapon, the fighting guerrillas led by their commander Comrade Kim 
Il Sung grew in strength amid increasingly fierce battles with the Japanese invader 
until their final victory. From this period, Comrade Kim Il Sung distinguished 
himself as a brilliant strategist and master of guerrilla warfare. 


Moreover, by preparing the peasants in the ranks of the partisan people's 
revolutionary army, great Comrade Kim IL Sung formed the most revolutionary 
communist party in the world - Workers Party of Korea. 


A party of conscious, determined, relentless and most self - sacrificing fighters, 
standing firmly on the basis of Juche revolutionary principles, fighting relentlessly 
with the Japanese invader, ready to die singing on their lips under the guidance of 
his leader, this is the spirit and flame of the immortal Juche idea. 


In the life and activities of Comrade Kim Il Sung, the highest achievements of 
advanced human thought and the highest achievements of revolutionary social 
transformations in Korean historical and material conditions were combined into 
an amazing unity. 


The source of creative inspiration was Kim II Sung's guidance of the Korean 
people, people of science, technology, art and Korean culture, inspirations that 
helped the heroes of the years of building the current strength and prosperity of 
Korea of Juche. Comrade Kim Il Sung was the source of strength for the ordinary 
common people in their hard struggles to overcome difficulties and obstacles of 
the first decades of building the Korean socialist system. 


The source of creative inspiration is also today the name of comrade Kim Il Sung 
for hundreds of Korean workers, farmers, soldiers, as well as artists - painters, as 
well as young builders of socialism was the life and work of Kim Il Sung, put into 
their hard work the spirit of the Juche idea. The same spirit that once flared up in 
the guerrilla forests and will never go out again. They all found in Comrade Kim Il 
Sung a new expression of a new age. The expression of a unique Korean era. The 
era of the Korean Revolution. 


His beautiful life is a model upon which human generations all over the world 
have learned from and will learn. There is no better way to celebrate the beautiful 


10 


and glorious life of Comrade Kim Il Sung than by taking them as role models and 
examples. Today, the model and example of the life of Comrade Kim Il Sung 
touches the hearts of hundreds of millions of people in all areas of the world. The 
image of the life and struggle of great Comrade Kim IL Sung, awakens a hot wave 
of feelings in millions of revolutionaries’ hearts around the world, ignites the 
creative enthusiasm of the Korean people and not only them. Millions of people 
around the world learn about his life. The knowledge of this great life full of 
struggle and fights, with adversities, the irresistible, captivating force flowing from 
his hard revolutionary attitude make him especially close to all nations who fight 
for national and social liberation. For these nations who struggling for freedom 
from capitalist exploitation and the colonial imperialist yoke of slavery. Getting to 
know the revolutionary activities of Comrade Kim IL Sung gives the conviction that 
in the person of Kim Il Sung we have an extraordinary man. He was not just the 
leader of the revolution, he was its actual creator, a leader of a higher type, a 
mountain eagle who knew no fear in combat and boldly led the Korean nation 
forward along the uncharted roads and specificity of the Korean road to socialism. 


Getting to know the life and struggle of Comrade Kim Il Sung helps simple 
people, often unenlightened to grasp and understand the greatest revolutionary 
and arch human sense of the teaching of the Idea of Juche, the sensational and 
creative sense of the great idea of a man - master of everything. 


When Comrade Kim Il Sung's biography and great accomplishments are known, 
assumptions and theories - seemingly abstract - cover a specific, close, 
understandable shape, elevate a person, ennoble, mobilize to fight for a better 
tomorrow. This great and fruitful mass movement for learning about life, 
revolutionary struggle and theoretical activity in the field of building the 
foundations of the Juche ideology - is the most valuable expression of 
understanding the importance of its role in shaping the new era, which brought a 
breakthrough in the life and history of the Korean nation, which continues to pave 
new paths for the development of all progressive humanity, which reveals new 
creative possibilities in the life of every human being. Because it is focused on it as 
well. On a human level. Great Comrade Kim Il Sung was focused on people as 
well. That is why he was loved by millions, and he also loved millions of people. 
He was a simple man, but great in his simplicity. As a man with a wolf 
revolutionary spirit, he felt comfortable among people. As he said: 


» Going among the people is like tonic 
and keeping oneself away from the people 
is like taking poison ” 


As the popular masses remembered him, Comrade Kim Il Sung was able to 
speak and write about the most difficult parts of the Korean revolution so simply 
and clearly, so succinctly and boldly that his every sentence does not speak, but 
simply shoots. Because he combined high social knowledge with unwavering 
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sensational fortitude and organizational talent that grew out of love for people. 
Never was theory diverging from deed, with practical experience. Based on 
experience, he developed his great theoretical thoughts. 


In the light of the historical experience of the Korean revolution, we can today 
speak of Comrade Kim Il Sung as a mountain eagle, knowing no fear in battle and 
boldly leading the revolution to victory. 


The whole activity of Comrade Kim Il Sung is a model of linking theory with 
practical and organizational experience. The greatness of Comrade Kim Il Sung 
genius is expressed most strongly in the closest connection between theory and 
revolutionary practice, and vice versa - revolution practice with theory. That is 
why Juche Idea - of which Comrade Kim Il Sung is the creator - is so vivid and 
creative. Vivid and sublime as these words of one of socialist poets: 


» Man creates ideas, dies for them - 
or idea creates man. 
But how to call to him, 
which form of communism he will cast away, 
and in steel and concrete, 
Will it be built? ” 


Today, we know how to name this man. He is Great Eternal Leader - Comrade 
Kim Il Sung. Creator of the new epoch and the immortal, never - sunset star of the 
epoch. 


On the 27th - anniversary of the demise of the Great Leader Comrade Kim Il 
Sung, we are overwhelmed by deep emotions, because today our hearts on this 
anniversary unite with one rhythm with the hearts of Korean brothers in the 
memories of their Great Leader. 


Let's pay a tribute to Great Leader Kim I] Sung! 


( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor 'PKT', 
Organizational Secretary KFA UK 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


July 27th - Victory Day of the Korean People ! 


In People’s Korea July 27th is celebrated as a public holiday. It is the day of 
victory in the great Fatherland Liberation War (June 1950 to July 1953 ) which is 
known as the DPRK’s second liberation day, the first one being August 15th when 
Korea was liberated from Japanese imperialist colonial rule. 


Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN said that: 


„ Our July 27 is the second Day of Liberation 
when our people defended with honour their country's dignity 
and sovereignty from the brigandish aggression by the U.S. imperialists, 
and also the day of proud victors that put the U.S. imperialists, 
who were recklessly attempting to gain hegemony in the world 
and enslave it, on a downhill march towards ruin ” 


It was on July 27th 1953 that the US signed the Korean Armistice Agreement 
basically conceding defeat . We in KFA UK have visited Panmunjom where the US 
signed the Korean Armistice Agreement with the DPRK and China . We have seen 
the actual table that the armistice was signed on. 


General Mark Clark who signed the agreement for the US could only conclude "J 
gained the unenviable distinction of being the first United States Army Commander 
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in history to sign an armistice without a victory," The right wing and extremely anti- 
communist US military historian Bevin Alexander , who himself had been a US 
army officer during the Korean War, referred to the Fatherland Liberation War as 
being ‘the first war we lost’ 


Former US State of Secretary Marshall said that “the myth was blown away. We 
are nota strong country as others thought. The infamous Senator J R McCarthy 
admitted “we suffered a serious defeat in Korea . President KIM IL SUNG , the 
ever-victorious iron-willed brilliant commander and superb military strategist said 
that ‘"In this great struggle our people fought determinedly as one in mind under 
the correct leadership of the party and government and thereby withstood the harsh 
trials of war honourably and won a historic victory inflicting an ignominious defeat 
on US imperialism and its running dogs’. 


The US had thrown massive resources into the war including the one-third of its 
ground force, one-fifth of its air force, and most of its Pacific Fleet, troops of 15 
vassal states, the south Korean puppet army, state-of-the-art combat and 
technical equipment, including B-29 strategic bomber, called as “air fortress,” and 
enormous amounts of war supplies worth over 73 million tons. Moreover they 
mobilised armed forces from their satellite countries, including to our eternal 
shame, Britain .Some of those countries sending troops were profoundly anti- 
democratic countries such as Apartheid South Africa, Haile Selassie’s Ethiopia 
and fascist Colombia. 


The US’s own narrow and curtailed statistics for its losses in the war showed it 
lost nearly the same number in 3 years in Korea as it did in 10 years in Vietnam . 
Overall the US imperialists lost over : 1,567,128 men including 405,498 US 
soldiers, 1,130,965 south Korean puppet troops, and 30,665 soldiers of their 
satellite states were killed, wounded or captured; 12,224 airplanes including "air 
fortress B-29" were downed, damaged or captured, 7,695 guns, 3,255 233 tanks 
and armoured cars were lost; and 564 warships and vessels including the heavy 
cruiser Baltimore and the flagship of the Seventh Fleet Missouri were sunk or 
damaged. The loss suffered by the US imperialists was nearly 2.3 times greater 
than what they had suffered in the four years of the Pacific War during World War 
II. It was an appalling loss and a serious military defeat unprecedented in the US 


history of war. 
( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Five Years of Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN ‘s 
leadership of the State Affairs Commission 


The election of dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN as the Chairman of the 
State Affairs Commission five years ago on the 29th of June 2016 fully reflected 
the enthusiastic support of the entire Korean people for the dear respected 
Marshal KIM JONG UN who is leading the Korean people to victory! 


It was a clear manifestation of the unanimous will of the Korean people as well as 
their deep reverence for respected Marshal KIM JONG UN as well their profound 
trust in him. It was an example of people's democracy in action because dear 
respected Marshal KIM JONG UN was unanimously elected by the Supreme 
People's Assembly which in turn had been elected by the people decisively. Unlike 
the UK where only 68.7 per cent of electors voted, in the DPRK the Supreme 
People's Assembly was elected by nearly 100 per cent of electors ! 


Dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN has been at the helm of the state and 
party of the DPRK for several years leading it to victory after victory against the 
imperialist reactionary forces. He has implemented the great revolutionary line of 
building the nuclear force and economy in parallel and has greatly improved the 
living standards of the Korean people turning the DPRK into a paradise of socialist 
bliss for the people. Under of dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN leadership 
the deterrent force of the DPRK has been increased and the DPRK is maintaining 
robust independence. 
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Dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN has put forward the brilliant idea of self- 
development first and self - reliance which is creating a great upsurge in socialist 
construction .There has been extraordinary rapid progress in socialist 
construction, The town and cities of the DPRK changing their appearance day 
after day. Under the leadership of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN the damage 
caused by floods and typhoons in 2020 was quickly overcome and many new 
homes built. 


The Juche - based diplomacy of the DPRK has been dynamically advanced by 
respected Marshal KIM JONG UN who has been most energetic in advancing the 
international position of the DPRK with the result that the expansion of the DPRK 
external relations proceeded at a fast pace. 


Today the Korean people are marching ahead under the banner of self - reliance 
under the leadership of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN, 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Debunking the $45 dollar banana’ story’ 


The CIA disinformation and fake news outfit NK News have carried an article 
about bottles of shampoo costing $200 and a banana costing $45. Some people 
are repeating this and using it to bash the DPRK with, which is of course the 
intention of NK News , it is why it exists in the first place and receives generous 
funding from intelligence and government agencies of the West ( or imperialist 
world ), no ordinary worker or student can afford the $300 a year subscription fee 
or the even more expensive $9,000 NK Pro fee. 


We recommend readers Google John Stockwell CIA ‘to see the methods used by 
the CIA in the past to spread false information and propaganda. 


Firstly, read the small print behind the tabloid style headline. It actually refers 
to imported goods, not domestically produced goods. In fact in the DPRK most 
goods are domestically produced because the DPRK practices self - reliance. It is 
a fact that more and more goods in the DPRK are domestically produced, we have 
seen this visiting the DPRK over the years. 


Secondly, the article is actually talking about prices in shops used by tourists 
and diplomats etc. In fact people in the DPRK receive basic foods almost free of 
charge and also stuff like work clothes and school uniforms free of charge. The 
DPRK has a socialist planned economy and unlike capitalist countries actually 
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has a State Price Commission that controls prices so that price rises cannot get 
out of control and create inflation. 


Thirdly, NK News does not have any reporters inside the DPRK. Much of its so- 
called analysis of the DPRK is at very best speculation and conjecture. The price 
story may be completely made up or it may originate from a garbled rumour based 
on confusion. In the shops in DPRK hotels used by foreigners and also the 
Diplomatic Store in East Pyongyang prices are marked in DPRK Won but actually 
charged for in dollars, Euro and RMB. 


For example a small bottle of Soju in the Koryo Hotel was about 100 won but one 
paid 1 Euro. Therefore the $200 bottle of shampoo and the $45 banana were 
probably really 200 won (2 Euros ) and 45 won ( 0.45 Euros ). It is probable 
that someone accidentally on purpose confused the pricing system. It is worth 
pointing out that the shops used by DPRK citizens are of course much cheaper 
than the hotel shops. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Forward With KFA UK ! 


The Korean Friendship Association of the UK recently held its online Annual 
General Meeting (AGM ) and also celebrated 20 years of existence ! 


The meeting also adopted the historic ‘March Declaration'in support of People’s 
Korea. 


There is the Declaration: 


Declaration adopted by participants 
on 20th - Anniversary of KFA UK 


Gathered on the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of Korean Friendship Association UK, united and strong! 


We declare unanimously that we need much greater effort and to mobilize in an offensive to defend the good name of 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea and its values. 


Today, when the enemies of Socialist Korea of Juche, the propagandist, and its hostile centres of Western imperialists countries 
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attack almost ceaselessly the public image of the DPRK, 
by spreading deceptive and derogatory messages and other hostile activities. 


In order to counter the worldwide anti - Korean propaganda, we declare our knowledge, enthusiasm and abilities in the 
honorable defense service of Democratic People's Republic of Korea. We call to our ranks of KFA UK everyone who values the 
truth about socialist Korea of Juche and wants to defend it, stands up for the truth and deeper knowledge about Korean 
revolutionary traditions, culture and history. 


We will support it, we will skillfully manage it and we will lead it - to achieve marvelous feats for faithfully defending 
motherland People's Korea, the socialist homeland of Juche. 


We hope that all KFA UK members will get energy, stamina and confidence to firmly stand against slander of the DPRK with 
great power and act decisively in defense of People's Korea. 


Thus, we call on all members of KFA UK to be more active and advance more vigorously to defend the DPRK. 
In the ranks of KFA UK there is a place for everyone, who wants to take part in action in solidarity and to defend People's 
Korea , upholding our values and ideas, and serving faithfully. There is a place in KFA UK for all those who are open to our 
aims and values and support them. 


We will strive to gain active support to lead an active and pioneering role, 
in promoting Korean values and principles in many areas and activities. 


We will put every effort into formulating strategy for campaigning and tactics in order to create and consolidate broad 
alliances, in all social and political spheres in order to defend People’s Korea. 


Defend People's Korea with NO IFS and NO BUTS! 


Declaration Signatories, 
gathered on the Annual General Meeting, 
Korean Friendship Association United Kingdom 
19th of June 2021 


Also, the 'KFA UK Constitution' has been adopted, it is available to view here: 


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1enDI2LCbJr6-gF K4E8ZQxxT 7qgSAZp42d/view?fbclid=lwARO3VY4d5kXOVShTJ8XwdlV7ucly5bx2QMliCcKJ8iTel70f_WF2KyWd1KY 


20 years of existence is a great milestone, a great achievement. We have travelled 
a long way. Our enemies have wanted to shut KFA UK down, because it is the true 
voice of solidarity with People’s Korea. 


Now we have to implement the decisions of the AGM and carry them forward. We 
have plans for new activities such as a ‘KFA UK weekend ‘ and meetings in areas 
where we have not held meetings before. 


We need to reinvigorate and re - energize KFA UK and build it up stronger than 
before. We need more people attending events whether online or in real life. Just 
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registering for KFA UK or putting like on Facebook is not enough, you need to go 
further! Giving up just 2 or 3 hours of your time, every 2 or 3 months is not much 
to ask. 


So let’s all march forward together in KFA UK, defending People’s Korea with no 
ifs or buts! 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


‘Why you Should Not Trust Sputnik, 
RT etc. on People’s Korea' 


Recently the Russian news website 'Sputnik' carried a couple of hostile stories 
about the DPRK, copied, from the south Korean puppet media. These stories were 
aimed at showing the DPRK in a bad light. 


You should not trust stories in RT and 'Sputnik' about People's Korea. A lot of 
people look upon RT and other Russian media outlets as an alternative to the 
monopoly controlled Western mainstream media with its lies and brainwashing on 
behalf of global elites. 'Oh goody, good old RT' some people say. 


However, on the question of the DPRK, RT and ‘Sputnik’ is not entirely to be 
trusted. From time to time it has carried anti - DPRK sources and also sourced 
reports on the DPRK from the south Korean puppet media. A few years ago when 
the DPRK held the summits with the US president and also with south Korea, RT 
and ‘Sputnik’ uncritically rehashed south Korean media reports full of conjecture 
and speculation about the future course of the DPRK. They claimed that the DPRK 
was going to unilaterally disarm and that a McDonalds would be opened in 
Pyongyang. As we all know these reports proved to be totally untrue. However 
some supporters of the DPRK were frightened and unnerved by these reports, 
simply because they were in ‘Sputnik' and RT, which some people wrongly saw as a 
reliable source. 


People reading RT and the like, should remember that it reflects the view of the 
Russian Federation which is not actually a socialist country ( though some people 
wrongly think it is ). Russia is a rival state of the US but not a socialist country, it 
is not the USSR of Stalin or the USSR of Brezhnev. 


Russia is friendly towards the DPRK based on the fact that it is a neighbor to the 
DPRK and also a trading partner. However the relationship is not based on 
ideology. Moreover in the past the Russian Federation has voted for sanctions 
against the DPRK in the UN Security Council and Russia has relations with the 
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south Korean puppet regime. Therefore the reporting of the Russian media on the 
DPRK tends to be coloured by these facts. 


So just be careful when looking at reports in RT and 'Sputnik' about People's 
Korea. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


KEFA ith UK ACTIVITIES & NEWS 


Report of of KFA UK 
online Annual General Meeting 


SHAUN PICKFORD RobertLauriessS Mikrofon y 


The Korean Friendship Association of the UK held an online Annual General 
Meeting and commemoration of the 57th anniversary of the start of work of the 
great leader comrade KIM JONG IL at the Central Committee of the Workers Party 
of Korea, on the 19th of June at 1430 hours BST. 


The meeting was attended by KFA UK members from all over Britain and regional 
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branches from Staffordshire, Scotland and the West of England. KFA Cambodia 
participated as an observer as did a guest from Canada. 


Congratulatory messages were received from KFA President Alejandro Cao De 
Benos, from the DPRK Embassy, London, the DPRK Committee for Cultural 
Relations/ DPRK Committee for Friendship with Britain, the Pyongyang Mission of 
the Anti - Imperialist National Democratic Front of south Korea, KFA Singapore 
and KFA UK South Coast. The message from the Korean Committee with 
Friendship with Britain read in part ‘This year is a very significant year which 
marks 20 years of history of KFA UK’. For the past two decades, KFA UK has 
always been in the frontline of friendship and solidarity activities with DPRK and 
made great achievements. No words could match your efforts, we would just like 
to emphasize that we are grateful and appreciate your contributions highly. 


KFA President Alejandro Cao De Benos stressed that: 


'KFA UK ts one of our most active branches in the world, from conferences to 
interviews, from pickets to the publication of 'People's Korea Today’, 
your pace and spirit is inspirational and unmatchable. 

Being a model, many newcomers will be assisted 
by KFA UK for training and advice' 


The DPRK embassy London said: 
‘Our embassy highly appreciate that KFA of Britain, 
has been struggling to strengthen the association, 
and defend the rights and interest of working people 
since its foundation 20 years ago' 


The message of the AINDF Pyongyang Mission read in part: 


'The UK Korean Friendship Association has followed the Juche idea and supported 
the DPRK for two decades, while making dynamic activities backing the Korean 
people’s efforts to build a socialist power. ' 
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Dr Dermot Hudson KFA UK Chairman spoke about the 20th anniversary of the 
foundation of KFA UK saying that: 


It was KFA UK who took the struggle to defend People’s Korea 
to the streets and picketed the US embassy, 
south Korean puppet embassy, the BBC, 
Channel Four and the Ministry of Defence ... 


... Of course it has never been easy, far from it. 
The establishment and the elite do not want to see pro-active and energetic. 
On the 20th anniversary of KFA UK, 
I would like to pay tribute to our KFA UK officials, activists, 
regional officials and regional branches, 
who have been loyal to KFA and have worked hard for KFA' 


Speaking about the 57th anniversary of the start of work of the great leader 
comrade KIM JONG IL at the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea, Dr 
Dermot Hudson said that: 


'57 years ago On June 19th, 1964 Kim Jong Il started working at the Central 
Committee of the Party. His start of working at the WPK Central Committee was an 
event of great importance. His leadership enabled the WPK to hold up the Juche 
idea authored by President Kim Il Sung, the founder of the WPK, as its immutable 
guiding ideology, guiding ideal. The Juche idea, which clarifies that one is 
responsible for one’s own destiny and one has also the capacity for shaping it, is 
the ideology showing the way for the masses of the people 
to shape their own destiny by their own efforts' 


Reports of work were made by the KFA UK Chairman Dr Dermot Hudson, also by 
Staffordshire KFA, West of England KFA UK and a brief verbal report from 
Scotland. 


Dr Hudson said KFA UK had grown on Facebook despite obstructions from 
Facebook. Despite the Covid 19 pandemic KFA UK has been very active and held 
many online events. Staffordshire KFA explained that they had gained Facebook 
page likes and posted a lively selection of different news items about the DPRK as 
well as holding local events. 


KFA UK West of England explained their branch was a new one and its Facebook 
page provided plenty of different materials. 


Dr Hudson said weaknesses and imbalances in KFA UK must be addressed and 
KFA UK further strengthened. 


A KFA UK 'Constitution' was adopted without dissension. 
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The 'March Declaration' in support of the DPRK was adopted. 


Comrade Alan Bolon was elected KFA UK Organisation Secretary with unanimous 


support. 


Dr Dermot Hudson made a short presentation on the subject of the provocation 
of the Fatherland Liberation War pointing out that war was started by the south 
Korean puppets on the orders of the US. 


Dr Hudson referred to the 5th anniversary of the election of dear respected 
Marshal KIM JONG UN as Chairman of the State Affairs Commission of the DPRK 


saying that: 


'The election of dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN 
as the Chairman of the State Affairs Commission five years ago 
on the 29th of June 2016 fully reflected the enthusiastic support 
of the entire Korean people for the dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN 
who is leading the Korean people to victory!’ 


Discussions were held on the way forward for KFA UK. A toast to the 20th 
anniversary of KFA UK was drunk ( online ). 


W Mikrofof MOONY 


A message to dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN was adopted. 
Meeting concluded at 1700 hrs BST. 
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Axr alas set Ass 
Korean Committee for Friendship with British People 


Address: Ryonhwa-Dong Not Fax: §30-2-381-4644 
Central District Pyongyang, Tel: §30-2-18111(ext. 3418048) 
DPR Korea E-mail: dmwGster-co.netkp 
Dear Chairman Ds Dermot Hudson, 
Dear comrades and friends. 
We send wam comradely erestines from Proneyane to all the participants in Anmal 
General Mestine( AG of RFA UE. 


This yaar is a very sienificant year which marks 20 years history of RFA UE. For past 
two decades, KFA UK have always bem i the frontline of friendship and solidarity 
activities with DPRE and made a ereatachievemeants. No words could match your efforts, 
we would just like to emphasize that we ar erateful and appreciate highly of wow 
contributions. 

All these achievement and proeresses are all thanks to the initiatives and 
contributions of Dr Demot Hodson and every member of KFA UE — our close friends. 
We will always treasure the comradeship and friendship with KFA UE and willremember 
in our hearts every friends. 

We have no doubt that the AGM will be successful and productiva for future activities. 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to express our hich expectation that EFA UE, as 
a united powerful association will continue to enlarge, advance, be active and achieve 
Eraater successes. 


Yours Sincerely, 


Ryu Eyong IL 
Chairman 


Korean Committee for Friendship with British People 
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SES Fe Fe 9 8 ea ee 
Embassy of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


To UK Korean Friendship Association 


The Embassy of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in London is 
honored to extend its comradely greetings and send this congratulatory letter to 
the Korean Friendship Association and all staffs on the occasion of the 20" 
anniversary founding association year 2001, 


Our embassy highly appreciate that the KFA of Britain has been struggling to 
strengthen the association and defend the rights and interests of the working 
people for the past 20 years since the association founded 


The Embassy of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea expressed our 
conviction that good friendly cooperation relationship between the DPRK and 
KFA of Britain will continue to be more developed in the future. 


In this opportunity we wish again you greater success in your activities to 
consolidate and develop our relationship. 


Respectfully yours. 


1 
Pis 


73 Gunnersbury Avenuc, London, W5 4LP, United Kingdom 
Tel: 020 8992 4965 Email: prkinfoyahoo.com 


( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor 'PKT', 
Organizational Secretary KFA UK 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


KFA UK literary competition: 
Juche and me' 


Do you know the Juche Idea? 
Have you ever wondered how the Juche philosophy affects your life? 
What do you think about the Juche philosophy in the present time? 
Write to us! 


The 'Editorial Committee’ of 'Peoples Korea Today' journal announce a literary 
competition of short essays/articles (500 words ) on the subject: Juche and me' 


Please send your works to the e-mail address: alanbolon@yahoo.co.uk 


All works will be published in our monthly magazine 'PKT' 
and the best ones will be awarded a prize! 


( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor 'PKT', 
Organizational Secretary KFA UK 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 
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DPRK NEWS 


Kim Yo Jong Releases Press Statement 


Kim Yo Jong, vice department director of the Central Committee of the Workers' 
Party of Korea, released the following press statement on June 22nd: 


T heard the news that the U.S. National Security Advisor had mentioned that he 
regards the position towards the U.S. as an "interesting signal", which the Plenary 
Meeting of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea clarified this time. 

A Korean proverb says that: 
"In a dream, what counts most ts to read it, not to have it." 
It seems that the U.S. may interpret the situation 
in such a way as to seek a comfort for itself. 


The expectation, which they chose to harbour the wrong way, would plunge them 
into a greater disappointment’ 


( Pyongyang, June 22 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


First Meeting of Political Bureau 
of 8th Central Committee 
Workers’ Party of Korea held' 


ITS 
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The First Meeting of the Political Bureau of the Eighth Central Committee of the 
Workers' Party of Korea was held in the headquarters building of the Party Central 
Committee on June 4. 


It was presided over by the respected Kim Jong Un, General Secretary of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and President of the State Affairs of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea. 


Present at the meeting were members of the Presidium of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the WPK and members and alternate members of the 
Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee. 


The meeting discussed as a major agenda item the issue on convening a plenary 
meeting of the Party Central Committee to make an intermediate review of the 
execution of the major Party and state policies for 2021 assigned at the Second 
Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Party Central Committee and take additional state 
measures for solving the pending problems in the economic work and the people's 
living. 


Kim Jong Un affirmatively appreciated that many undertakings planned are 
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promoted in a farsighted way thanks to the ideological enthusiasm of the whole 
Party and the entire people and their spirit of struggle based on self - reliance 
which extraordinarily mounted after the Eighth Party Congress, though the 
smooth development of the state affairs are faced with a lot of challenges and 
restrictions for the prevailing unfavorable subjective and objective conditions and 
environment. And he reviewed and analyzed the fulfillment of the major sectional 
policy tasks for the first half of the year. 


He stressed that now it is necessary to call a plenary meeting of the Party Central 
Committee and take additional measures to correct the defects in time by correctly 
summing up the general state affairs in the first half of the year. 

In the prevailing internal and external situation the Party and the government 
should make every possible effort, shouldering greater mission and responsibility 
than before, he said and underscored the need to promote a powerful struggle to 
stabilize and improve the economic work and the people's living by tremendously 
enhancing the leading role of the Party in the present situation. 


The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the WPK adopted a decision on 
convening the Third Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Party Central Committee early 
in June. 


It also studied and discussed in depth the agenda items to be presented to the 
Plenary Meeting of the Party Central Committee including the issue of 
reorganization of departments of the Party Central Committee before approving the 
agenda items presented. 


( Paektu Solidarity Alliance, comrade Natalie ) 


‘DPRK Premier makes field survey 
of economic affairs in south and North Hamgyong Provinces' 


Kim Tok Hun, Member of the Presidium of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea and Premier of the Cabinet of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, made a field survey of different units in 
South and North Hamgyong Provinces. 


Learning about the situation of the Kim Chaek Iron and Steel Complex, he 
encouraged the workers in their efforts to hit the goal of iron and steel production 
put forward by the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea. He stressed the 
need to direct efforts to the construction of new energy-saving iron blast furnace, 
increase the rate of operation of equipment and perfect the concentrated ore 
transport system. 
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Looking round the Chongjin Steel Works, he mentioned the need to definitely 
increase the production by rebuilding the existing production processes with 
advanced technology according to the plan for readjustment and development of 
the key industrial sectors put forward in the Party Congress and fully supplying 
raw and other materials. 


At the Musan Mining Complex, he underscored the need to continuously 
strengthen the material and technical foundation in line with the stepwise goals 
and plans for realizing the economic strategy of the WPK so as to activate iron ore 
production. Looking round the Ranam Coal - Mining Machine Complex and the 
Hoeryong Coal-Mining Machine Factory, he discussed the practical issues for 
developing and producing modern coal-mining machines on the basis of the plan 
for development of engineering industry during the period of the new 5 - year plan. 


Discussed at the consultative meetings were the measures to increase the 
capacity of Juche iron production and use the brown coal in the northern area of 
Korea for pig iron production. The meetings also organized in detail the work for 
those units concerned to responsibly supply equipment and materials and fully 
produce and supply iron and steel needed for the building of 10,000 flats in 
Pyongyang City.Meanwhile, Kim Tok Hun learned about the current farming at 
different farms of Tanchon City, Hoeryong City, Hongwon, Pukchong, Kumya and 


Kowon Counties and took relevant measures. 
( Paektu Solidarity Alliance, comrade Natalie ) 
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(General Secretary Kim Jong Un 
guides 2nd enlarged meeting 
of 8th Central Military Commission 
of Workers’ Party of Korea' 


The Second Enlarged Meeting of the Eighth Central Military Commission of the 
Workers' Party of Korea was held in the headquarters building of the Party Central 
Committee on June 11. 


It was guided by the respected Kim Jong Un, General Secretary of the Workers' 
Party of Korea and President of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea. 


Present at the meeting were members of the Central Military Commission of the 
WPK, commanders of the services and corps of the Korean People's Army, 
executive committeemen of the Party Committee of the People's Army and 
members of departments concerned of the Party Central Committee. 


The meeting presented important tasks to further enhance the fighting efficiency 
of the revolutionary armed forces and bring about a fresh turn in the whole work 
of national defence according to the demand of the recent rapidly - changing 
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situation around the Korean peninsula and the internal and external 
surroundings of the Korean revolution, and discussed an organizational issue. 


At the meeting Kim Jong Un analyzed the prevailing situation and the work of 
the People's Army and put forward the strategic tasks for the People's Army to be 
held fast to permanently and the ways to strengthen and develop the revolutionary 
armed forces. 


He stressed that the People's Army should perfectly and resolutely implement the 
Party's lines and policies on army building and thoroughly maintain high alertness 
in order to firmly defend the sovereignty and security of the country and perform 
its sacred mission and duty of safeguarding the Party and the revolutionary work, 
the interests of the state and the people, and the socialist construction. 


The meeting dealt with an organizational issue on dismissing and transferring 
some commanders of services and corps and appointing new ones. 


( Paektu Solidarity Alliance, comrade Natalie ) 


SOUTH KOREA NEWS & REUNIFICATION 


In memory of two girls' 


Two schoolgirls who were crushed to death by the US armoured car. 
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A ceremony was held at a park in south Korea to cherish the memory of two 
schoolgirls Sin Hyo - sun and Sim Mi - sun who were killed by an armored vehicle 
of the US force in south Korea 19 years ago. 


Bitter grudge had not faded away though 19 years passed. We must make the US 
pay a dear price for the crime, a speaker said at the rally. 


The GIs who killed two girls with armored vehicle are living in peace in the US, 
being left unpunished, the other speaker noted that the unequal south Korea - US 
alliance contributed to their death. 


People respect two girls’ memory. 


They in the rally hardened their determination to turn out in the struggle against 
the foreign force, condemning the US army in south Korea which does not regard 
the south Korean people’s lives as worth those of flies. 


( Pyongyang Mission of the Anti - Imperialist 
National Democratic Front of south Korea ) 


‘Staffordshire KFA calls for the release of Kim Seung Kyun! 


The offices of the publisher 'Minjok Sarangbang' in Seoul were raided on May 
26th, 2021 by the south Korean Security Forces for the offence of publishing the 
reminiscences of President Kim IL Sung 'With The Century’. Invoking the ‘National 
Security Law’ of south Korea the Police and the National Security Agency arrested 
the owner of 'Minjok Sarangbang', Kim Seung Kyun. Now Kim Seung Kyun and his 
staff face the prospect of long prison sentences and hefty fines for the publication 
of 'With The Century. 


Since it came off the presses in April 1992 the memoirs of President Kim IL Sung 
have been published and distributed throughout the world, including here in the 
UK. The people of south Korea with the recent publication of 'With The Century’ 
had the opportunity to learn about the epic revolutionary activities of Kim IL Sung 
and the fight to free Korea from Japanese colonialism during the 1930s. This 
decision to detain Kim Seung Kyun and to ban the publication of 'With The 
Century'is an extremely retrograde action by the south Korean authorities, which 
goes against the trend towards peace and reconciliation, between north and south 
Korea. 


Staffordshire KFA calls for the immediate release of Kim Seung Kyun and for the 
south Korean people to have the chance to read 'With The Century’. We demand 
that the draconian National Security Law in south Korea is scrapped in the 
interests of peace, reunification and democracy! 


Our branch urges all progressives to bring pressure on the south Korean 
authorities to free Kim Seung Kyun from captivity and bring about freedom of 
publication. 


KOREA IS ONE!! 


( Staffordshire Branch of KFA UK ) 


LIFE AND CULTURE im PEOPLES KOREA 


Folk Drink Makkoli' 


Makkoli is one of the favourite drinks of the Korean people. Its popularity comes 
from its simple method and short duration of making, unique taste and rich 
nutrition. 


Makkoli meaning a roughly filtered cereal - fermented liquor by a loose sieve, 
thakju meaning the colour of the thick drink and nongju meaning a favorite of 
peasants - all these names are associated with the easy and simple methods of 
manufacture. 


The fresh taste of makkoli well combined with sweet and sour taste is nice to 
people’s palate. 


It was long used as one of the drinks for serving guests in folk fetes, wedding 
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ceremonies or family events. 
It was a long custom to drink it during recesses or lunches to relieve their fatigue 
after helping each other to plow and weed in the busy farming season, when the 


cookery of the housewives were always appraised as well with the taste of makkoll. 


It gives positive impacts to the health so it was used for the treatment of several 
diseases. 


‘More and More People 
Eager to Quit Smoking’ 


There has been growing trend for quitting smoking in the DPRK since the 
adoption of the smoking prohibition law last year. 


Tt is noticeable that more and more people volunteer to quit smoking’ - said Ri Hui 
Gyong, head of the Tobacco Cessation Centre. 


The anti - smoking activity is not a technical matter confined to individuals, but 
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mass work that should be undertaken by every citizen, she said, adding that gone 
are the days when tobacco was regarded as belonging to luxury goods or as a 
show or diversion. 


Photos showing such smoking - related illnesses as spontaneous gangrene, lip 
cancer and cataract and printed matter are put up at smoking places to inform 
people of the harmfulness of smoking and encourage them to take an active part 
in smoking cessation activities. 


‘The printed matter telling about the harm of smoking ts so edifying I made up my 
mind to give up smoking’ - said Kim Un Chol living in Taedonggang District, 


Pyongyang. 


He said he started smoking when young to show off himself as a grown-up, but 
now he would quit it to show that he is a real adult. 


Among the increasing numbers of visitors to the Tobacco Cession Centre there 
are not only the smokers who want to stop smoking, but also the non - smokers 
who want to help their smoking husbands and children quit it. 


The centre also sells the smoke - quitters’ nutrition pill conductive to beating 
nicotine addiction, honey locust tea, drink made from Amur cork and Sophora 
angustifolia and various other smoking cessation products and health foods and 
distributes the no - tobacco sign, notices and various health warning pictures. 


‘All the people are required to take an active part in smoking cessation activities for 
their own health, harmony of their families and the building of civilized society in 
keeping with the increasing trend for smoking cessation’ - said Kim Ok Rim, doctor 
at the centre. 


( Paektu Solidarity Alliance, comrade Natalie ) 


‘Apps for smartphones immensely helpful to life' 


As the application of smartphones widens, software for different uses is developed 
to provide more convenience to people’s living. 


The recently developed app on general baby healthcare knowledge tells users the 
basic knowledge of upbringing of children under three, symptoms to which they 
are susceptible and data related to relevant treatments, winning growing 
popularity among parents. 


37 


Se Et T EAEN | 


Images of the app show in detail the massage methods, major nutrients in breast 
milk, breastfeeding postures, methods of washing babies and healthcare after a 
bath, skin care for the newborn, health gymnastics and the like. Its data also 
illustrates typical symptoms and relevant first - aid treatments. 


The diabetes prevention and control support program is helpful to the disease 
control for patients and its prevention for healthy people. 


The app contains data in a systematized way on exercise regimes, the quantity of 
exercises according to occupation, age and physical conditions and the kinds and 
quantity of foods needed for nourishment. 


If users input personal information into the kinesitherapy item, the app displays 
their daily quantity of exercises to enable them to set the daily exercise quantity by 
selecting exercise item, time and cycle by themselves. 

It also fixes the quantity of foods to be taken by each user at each meal. 

Based on the collected information, it graphically shows the users’ health 
conditions classified by week, month and quarter and carries out a diabetes risk 
assessment to show the probability of contracting the disease and preventive 


Measures. 
( Paektu Solidarity Alliance, comrade Natalie ) 


‘A lot of electricity saved' 


Saving is active at many units in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. 
The Central Bank is using diverse energy resources including the sunlight and the 
geotherm to save electricity of the country as much as possible. 


The officials and employees of the bank have set up hundreds of solar panels. 
And they are making efforts to produce more electricity by increasing their 
generating efficiency in order to give help to the country. 

Official Ri Ung Nam says: 


‘Saving had to be supported by technical innovations. 
We have established the systemic parallel inversion system and the national 
integrated power management system to control even a watt of electricity without 
any waste in order to send the surplus electricity to the national network. We have 
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also made by ourselves and introduced devices including overcurrent protection 
which can save electricity, thus saving a lot of electricity' 


Worker Choe Kang Song says: 


‘For example, the cooling - and - heating system by energy - saving geothermal heat 
pump we are using ts effective in the environmental protection, needs small building 
site and can be used for different purposes. It is very effective for cooling and 
heating of the buildings and for domestic water. 

The system saves 20 percent of heat energy more than the heating system by 
electric boiler, 40 percent of electricity more than the air heat pump and 70 percent 
more than the electrothermal heating system' 


The Central Bank ensures temperature of its offices in all seasons and hot water 
for the cultural and welfare facilities with the electricity it produced by itself. After 


all, it is saving a lot of electricity and heat energy. 


( Paektu Solidarity Alliance, comrade Natalie ) 


‘County shaped its own future' 


Kim In Chol, chairman of thee Hoecahng County People's Committe 


in South Phyongan Province. 


Last year Hoechang County of South Phyongan Province ranked as one of the 
best units and was highly appreciated in the national meeting to sum up the forest 
restoration campaign and general mobilization campaign for land administration 
and the judgment of cities and counties over comprehensive regional development. 
'The Pyongyang Times' reporter Yun Kyong Il interviewed chairman Kim In Chol, 
vice - chairman Kim Yong Su and department director Kwon Chang Man of the 
county people’s committee about the growth prospects of Hoechang County. 


‘Recently your county ranked high at the national reviews 
for regional development in succession. 
I want to know what the key to success is' 


Kim In Chol: 'The secret is that our county achieves its development to suit its 
regional features. 


As you know our county is in the central part of the DPRK. Over 80 percent of its 
areas are covered with forests with steep slope and the areas 200 - 800 meters 
above sea level make up over 90 percent. And over a dozen large and small rivers 
flow in it with a total length of over 180 kilometers. 


The county designs its healthy development with the main emphasis placed on 
making effective use of forests and rivers. 
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It has introduced a forest - in - charge management system involving all its 
institutions, enterprises and residents as part of an effort to turn all the 
mountains into useful ones. In applying the system it ensured that half of the 
income from it is paid to it and the rest of it goes to those in charge to effectively 
provide the forest resources while benefitting the tenders as well. As a result, all 
the mountains in the county are thickly wooded with chestnut, pine nut and other 
good species of trees. Millions of trees have been planted this spring. The planned 
10 - year afforestation goals will be attained this year and then we will launch into 
the forest transformation campaign, the next - stage goal. Seedling production is 
going on successfully as part of its preparations. 


A great deal of energies have also been directed to forest protection as well as 
afforestation to make the green forests which were planted with great efforts 
thicker with the passage of time. Dense forests are beneficial to the county 
population as they help prevent flood damage and the loss of soil. And the rich 
harvest of wild fruits from the forests are used to improve the people’s livelihood. 
At the moment the local industry factories have a large stock of raw materials for 
production' 
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Kim Yong Su: We’ve also alleviated the shortage of electric power, an essential 
prerequisite of economic growth. 

The county has pushed ahead with power station construction projects on the 
small rivers for over 20 years. Several power stations have already been built 
including Jongsan power station units 1 and 3 and the Ryangjong Youth Power 
Station. 


At the same time it equipped institutions, enterprises and residential districts in 
the county with coal gasification generators and power generation facilities based 
on solar panels to establish double and triple power supply systems. As a result, 
the county’s total power output far exceeds several thousand kWh and it is 
enough to satisfy the needs for electricity in local industry factories and 
households. 


Will you explain what the real benefits of the conservation of forests and rivers 
the county population enjoys are? 


Kwon Chang Man: We can cite the supply of essential consumer goods before 
anything else. 


The county provides all families with soybean sauce and paste, soap, toilet paper 
and other daily necessities every month. 
The local industry factories meet the needs for all kinds of bowls, dishes and other 
containers, furniture, desks and chairs and school fixtures with their products. 
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The county also fills the need for power at institutions, industrial establishments 
and families with electricity generated at its minor power stations without relying 
on the national grid. 


The county has achieved marked successes in land administration and fish 
farming, hasn’t it? 


Kim Yong Su: Yes, it has. It stepped up the technical upgrading to bring all 
roads up to the standard. It also provided safety facilities and built retaining walls 
in every bend of its many mountain passes that connect it to other regions to 
improve road safety. 


Nearly 30 big and small bridges were newly built or reconstructed to make them 
wider and heavy-duty and ensure traffic safety. 


Mobile flowerpot stands and those in various shapes were set up along with 
flower beds and flowerpot stands in streets and parks and on bridges to decorate 
them with flowering plants. 


Kindergartens and schools in the county were modernly renovated and cosy and 
cultured single - storey houses built in several rural communities. 


Kwon Chang Man: Our county built a breed fish farm several years ago and 
secured various species of fishes including carp, Ryongjong fish, rainbow trout 
and grass fish. Tens of thousands of fries were produced there and supplied to 
factories, enterprises and farms in the county last year. 


44 


Would you mind telling me about the future development prospects of the 
county? 


Kim In Chol: We will work hard to provide the county population with much 
more substantial benefits. 


First of all, we will put steady efforts into turning all mountains in the county 
into strategic resources which will bring more profits to the economic growth and 
improvement of the people’s living standards. To this end, we will plant several 
thousand hectares of pine nut forests and hundreds of hectares of Evodia daniellii 
forests and grow sunflower and castor - oil plants in a large area to provide raw 
materials for the local industry factories properly in the period of the new five-year 
plan for national economic development. 


Multi - storey apartment houses for over 200 families are to be built in the 
township area and other modern dwelling houses in the rural communities this 
year to hit the phased goals in the new five - year plan. The reconstruction of the 
county water supply network will also be completed this year. 

At the same time, minor power stations will supply enough electric power to local 
industry factories and families. Due attention will also be paid to the development © 


of fish farming. 
( Paektu Solidarity Alliance, comrade Natalie ) 
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Mr. Hwang who would often call at our home in Badaogou made a great 
impression on my father’s life. It was he who rescued my father from the hands of 
the Japanese police in Huchang. 


My father had crossed the river to go to Phophyong to liaise with the organizations 
within the country. There he was caught by policemen lying in ambush near the 
noodle house which he used as a secret meeting place. It was Son Se Sim, the 
keeper of the inn at the back of our home, who had informed against my father. This 
man used to come to our house once every few days and, sitting close by my father, 
flatter him, calling “Mr. Kim,” “Mr. Kim.” My father had not known that this fellow 
WAS a Spy. 


In order to uncover the underground organization, the police affairs bureau of the 
government-general kept my father’s arrest in absolute secrecy and dispatched 
high-ranking officers to the police department of North Phyongan Province to 
investigate the case. Police Sergeant Akishima and a policeman from the Phophyong 
police sub-station were ordered to escort my father quickly to the provincial police 
department in Sinuyu via Huchang police station. The Japanese decided to escort 
my father to Sinuyu as soon as they arrested him in case the Independence Army 
troops operating in the area along the River Amnok should try to rescue him. 


While my father was locked up in Phophyong police sub-station they would not 
allow us, the members of his family, to see him. Therefore, we were unaware that 
he was going to be escorted to Sinuyu. It was Mr. Hwang who told us of it. He said: 
“Madam, I'll engage a lawyer even if it costs me my whole fortune. Ill stay to see his 
trial and then come back. Don’t worry. Now, would you give me a few bottles of 
wine if you have some?” Taking with him some bottles of strong wine and a string of 
dried pollack in a bag, he stealthily followed my father. The police started on me trip 
early in the morning and when the convoy arrived at the inn in Yonpho-ri village, it 
was almost lunchtime. Complaining of hunger, the policemen ordered meals at the 
inn. Mr. Hwang who had trailed along after them entered the inn and, looking 
round, got the wine bottles out of his bag and invited the police to have a drink. At 
first they declined because they were escorting a prisoner. But as Mr. Hwang 
insisted, they began to take a glass or two, praising him, saying, “You’re a very 
good man.” Mr. Hwang said soothingly that the prisoner should be fed and 
persuaded the police to unlock the handcuffs to free one of my father’s hands. Mr. 
Hwang himself drank a great deal but was not drunk. He was a heavy drinker. 
Finally, Akishima and his Korean subordinate fell asleep and began to snore. 


Seizing his chance, my father got free of the handcuffs with the help of Mr. Hwang 
and escaped with him from the inn. They climbed Ppyojok Hill opposite. When they 
were nearly at the top, it began to snow. When the policemen woke having 
recovered from the effect of the wine, they rushed out in pursuit of my father, firing 
their guns blindly. While they were rushing about firing, my father parted with Mr. 
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Hwang at the top of Ppyojok Hill. After that, they never met again. 

After liberation I sent people to many places to find this Mr. Hwang. Somehow the 
man who had risked his life unhesitatingly to help my father when he was in 
distress would not appear readily when a good world had been 

created. Mr. Hwang was a true friend and comrade who would have mounted the 
scaffold in my father’s place. But for the help of so faithful a comrade as Mr. Hwang, 
my father would not have been able to escape at the critical moment. It was natural 
that my father’s friends told him that he was blessed with many good comrades. 
Because my father did not spare himself in the cause of the country and the people 
and shared good times and bad, life and death with many independence movement 
champions, he had many people around him and a great many revolutionary 
comrades and friends. 


During the strategic retreat of the People’s Army in the Korean war, I heard the 
story of my father’s escape from Mr. Ri Kuk Ro. In the year when the war broke out, 
in early autumn, the Government of our Republic sent out many members of the 
Cabinet to the provinces as plenipotentiary delegates in order to speed up the 
delivery of taxes in kind. Mr. Ri Kuk Ro who was then a minister without portfolio 
was sent to an area which was a part of North Phyongan Province at that time. 


When he had completed his assignment, the People’s Army had started a strategic 
retreat and I was staying in the Kanggye area. One day he came to see me, as he 
wanted to make a report on his work to the Cabinet, when unexpectedly he changed 
the conversation to the subject of the inn of Yonpho-ri. Before leaving for Kanggye 
after completing his work in Huchang County, he went with the county chief for 
internal affairs to Yonpho-ri, where he looked round the inn from which my father 
had effected his escape. He said that the building was still there. In those days 
both Kanggye and Huchang had belonged to North Phyongan Province. 


Mr. Ri Kuk Ro had spent all his life in south Korea and abroad before coming 
over to north Korea prior to the building of our state after liberation. So it was quite 
surprising and wonderful to hear what he said about the inn at Yonpho-rt. If my 
father’s exploits had been known widely to the people then as they are now, that 
would have been fully understandable. But when I heard him talking about the inn 
at a time when few people knew about it, I was very surprised. Out of curiosity I 
asked him, “How on earth do you know about my father?” “Twenty years ago,” he 
answered, “I had heard of Mr. Kim Hyong Jik by reputation. In Jilin a kind person 
told me about your family. When this war ts over, I think I would like to write a 
biography of your father. But I feel diffident because Iam not a good enough writer.” 
Although he was usually so reticent and quiet, Mr. Ri Kuk Ro talked a great deal 
that day without hiding his excitement. We left the busy office of the Cabinet and 
strolled along the deserted banks of the River Tongno (Janqgja), talking for more than 
an hour. 


The man who had told him about my father was Hwang Paek Ha, father of 
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Hwang Kwi Hon. Mr. Ri Kuk Ro had been in Manchuria as a member of a 
delegation of the Singan Association at the time. The mission of the delegation was 
to provide relief for the Korean nationals who had suffered because of the May 30 
and August 1 Uprisings. As there were many victims of the uprisings, the leadership 
of the Singan Association sent a delegation to Manchuria to relieve them. At that 
time he had met Choe Il Chon in Fengtian. He it was who advised him to meet 
Hwang Paek Ha if he should go to Jilin. In accordance with his advice, Mr. Ri Kuk 
Ro had met Hwang Paek Ha upon his arrival in Jilin and received his help in the 
relief work. It was then that he had heard about my father and learned that 
Yonpho-ri was in Huchang County and that Huchang County was a major 
centre of my father’s activity. 


The Singan Association had sent him to Manchuria because he had spent many 
years teaching in the area. He had once been in charge of training in an 
Independence Army unit at Naidaoshan, and then taught at Paeksan School in 
Fusong and at Tongchang School in Huanren County. Therefore, it was not so 
surprising that he had heard about my father in Manchuria. He went on to say: 
“The county chief for internal affairs was quite in the dark about the story of the inn. 
So I criticized him a little, telling him it was a shame for the people 
of Huchang County not to know about the inn. Then I told him to take good care of 
the house.” He said with a concerned look that young people who knew nothing of 
the history of their patriotic forerunners’ struggle would become worthless, yet 
officials did not seem to educate people properly in the traditions of the struggle. 

In that crucible of the war when the destiny of our young Republic, no more than 
two years old, was at stake, what he said about the need to preserve our 
revolutionary traditions really filled me with a deep sense of gratitude. I felt warm 
inside; it seemed as though the spirits of the patriotic martyrs who had fallen 
fighting for the country had appeared before my eyes all at once calling on me with 
all the force of their voices to fight on and win, to defend the country to the end. Ata 
time when it was suggested that Korea was going under, the remarks of 

Mr. Ri Kuk Ro about Yonpho-ri inspired me with strength. 


After parting with Mr. Hwang, my father wandered about the mountain all day 
long before finding a dugout hut at a place called Kadungnyong which was not very 
far from the inn at Yonpho-ri, and asked the man living there for help. While 
introducing themselves to each other, my father learned that the other man was 
named Kim and from Jonju. The man was pleased to meet a revolutionary with the 
same name as himself in such a deep mountain as Kadungnyong, and with friendly 
feelings towards my father helped him all he could. The old man Kim hid my father 
in a stack of millet straw near his hut. It was then that my father got frostbite on his 
feet and knees and all across the lower part of his body. While he hid in silence with 
bent limbs in the cold straw stack over several days, he caught an incurable illness. 
The old man protected my father, thrusting balls of rice or roast potatoes into the 
stack. Akishima was harangued by his superiors for losing my father. The police 
department of North Phyongan Province kepta sharp lookout along the River 
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Amnok from Huchang to Jukjon-ri and continued the search for many days. But they 
never noticed the millet straw stack at Kadungnyong. I think my father understood 
the situation and chose the right place to hide. In the meantime, the old man Kim 
went out to the River Amnok to examine whether the river was frozen over. He then 
taught my father how to cross it with the help of a long pole. The ice was not yet 
very thick, so the crossing was still hazardous. As he was taught by the old man, 
my father put the pole on the ice and, pushing it forward with both hands, sprawled 
ahead. In this manner he crossed the Amnok safely. If you carry a long pole with 
you, you will not drown even when the ice gives way under you. This was a unique 
way of crossing a river that was coated with only thin ice. But during thts river 
crossing my father got frostbite again. The frostbite he got at that time was a factor 
contributing to his death in Fusong a year later. 


After safely crossing the river in such a desperate fashion, my father stayed in 
Taolaizhao village for a few days for treatment before leaving for Fusong, conducted 
by Kong Yong and Pak Jin Yong who were Independence Army men from the unit 
stationed in Fusong under the command of Jang Chol Ho; this unit was attached to 
the nationalist organization Jongut-bu. 


Ihave already mentioned the fact that my father became acquainted with Kong 
Yong through the introduction of O Tong Jin. Kong Yong came 
from Pyoktong County. He was a faithful young man guided by my father from the 
time when he was a member of the Pyoktong Youth Association 
for Independence and then an armed member of the Pyokpha detached army 
barracks. He was on very intimate terms with my father. When he came to our 
home, he always stroked my hair, saying “Song Ju,” “Song Ju.” I called him uncle 
until he later became a communist and our comrade, our comrade-in-arms. After my 
father’s death Kong Yong, who was living in Wanlihe, would visit our home at least 
once every week bringing with him rice and firewood, and console my mother. His 
wife came to our house with her husband carrying a basketful of edible herbs on her 
head. He was so grieved at my father’s death that he did not stop wearing his 
mourning dress for quite a long time. 


On his way to Fusong with the two men, my father was captured by mounted 
bandits near Manjiang and was thus in danger again. That was a time when 
bandits were rampant everywhere. The confused and uncertain situation at the time 
when warlords were at daggers drawn in their struggle for influence produced 
many bandits. Many men from the dregs of society, finding no way out of their 
hopeless situation, took this road. To make matters worse, the Japanese 
imperialists infiltrated the bandit groups and manipulated their leaders or bred new 
bandits for the purpose of weakening the anti-Japanese forces. Moving about in 
hordes, the bandits would sack the people’s houses or capture and rob wayfarers of 
their money or belongings. When they were out of humour, they would not hesitate 
to commit such brutalities as cutting off people’s ears or beheading them. So the two 
men who were escorting my father were on the alert. My father told the bandits that 
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he was a doctor, but the robbers would not let him go, insisting that a doctor must 
be rich. My father soothed and humoured them; he said to them that being a doctor 
who was earning a scant living from his patients, he had no money, that if any one 
of them was ill, he could cure him, and that back home, he would not report them to 
the authorities. With this he asked them to let him go, but they would not listen. 

At this Kong Yong came to a decision. While the bandits were off their guard 
smoking opium after dinner, he extinguished the oil lamp and helped my father and 
Pak Jin Yong to escape before attacking the rascals, some ten in all, with skillful 
boxing. Then he made off from the den of the bandits. That was a truly dramatic 
sight, resembling a fight scene in a film. My father often recalled with deep emotion 
the self-sacrificing deed of Kong Yong in this escape. Kong Yong was a devoted 
fighter who would not spare himself when it came to helping his comrades. 


A few days later my father met Jang Chol Ho in Fusong. He had been a surveyor 
until a few years previously, but now he was a commander of a company of the 
Independence Army. When he saw the pale face of my father he was extremely 
worried and asked him to rest until he was well again, at a place they had arranged 
for him. Other people, too, advised him to rest. In fact, my father was in such a state 
at the time that he should not keep going any longer without some treatment. My 
father realized this. It was the coldest time of the year. But he set out immediately 
on ajourney to the north without thinking even of putting a wet compress on his sick 
body. Company Commander Jang Chol Ho conducted my father to his destination. 
Huadian and Jilin were the places he went to at that time. He went there in a great 
hurry, ignoring his frostbitten body, to speed up the integration of the independence 
movement organizations into a single front and the unity of the anti-Japanese 
patriotic forces. In those days the founding of a political party was at the top of the 
agenda for the independence movement champions. 


With the development of thought and the deepening of the infusion of the 
revolutionary idea, party politics had become the trend and was spreading rapidly 
in the political circles of the world. Both bourgeots politicians and communists 
supported party politics. With the October Revolution as a turning- 
point. Communist Parties were founded in succession in many Asian countries. 
With the spread of new ideological trends, the age of party politics began in the 
East. In 1921 a Communist Party was founded in China, our neighbour. 


In this situation the pioneers of Korea pushed ahead with their activities to create 
an organization capable of political leadership over the national liberation struggle. 
Party politics requires as its prerequisite the establishment and development of an 

idea and ideal to serve as its guiding principle and basis; without this it is scarcely 
conceivable. 


Bourgeois nationalism emerged as an ideological trend in the modern history of our 
country and guided the national liberation movement, but it withered away without 
having its own political party. In the arena of the national liberation struggle the 
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new, communist ideological trend emerged in place of bourgeois nationalism. Among 
the pioneers of the new generation who were aware that bourgeois nationalism 
could no longer be the banner of the national liberation struggle, the number of 
adherents to communism increased rapidly. Many progressive elements in the 
nationalist camp turned to the communist movement. 


The line set out at the Kuandian Meeting of changing course did not end simply as 
a declaration but was carried into reality by the pioneers within the nationalist 
movement. O Tong Jin was the first to put into effect the line of the Kuandian 
Meeting. After the meeting many people belonging to the Independence Army unit 
commanded by O Tong Jin came out in support of the Marxist-Leninist ideology. The 
Japanese imperialists called the new force that appeared in this period the “third 
force.” The mid-1920s, when my father escaped from the grip of the Japanese police 
and went to Jilin via Fusong, was a period when the nationalist movement was 
being broken up between the reformists who sought a change of course and the 
conservatives who opposed this. 


With a clear understanding of the situation, my father decided that it was time to 
found a political organization which would be capable of carrying the idea of 
reorientation into effect. The nationalist movement of the Koreans 
in Manchuria had so far been conducted with the idea of restoring state power 
primarily through direct armed operations and through activities for self-government 
mainly with regard to education and the people’s livelihood. But they had no 
organization which could provide political leadership for this movement. So my 
father, together with the nationalists of the reformist group active in the Jilin area, 
set about preparing for the foundation of a new organization capable of giving 
political leadership to all the military organizations and self-government bodies 
scattered across Manchuria. 


The first thing done in this regard was the convening of a meeting at Niumaxiang 
in Jilin at the suggestion of my father. The meeting took place at the house of Pak 
Ki Baek (the father of Pak Il Pha) at the foot of Mt. Beishan, Jilin, early in 1925. It 
was attended by Ryang Ki Thak, Hyon Ha Juk, O Tong Jin, Jang Chol Ho, 

Kim Sa Hon, Ko Won Am, Kwak Jong Dae and others who were the veterans or the 
leaders of medium standing of the independence movement. They unanimously 
recognized the need for a political organization capable of providing unified 
leadership for the independence movement and adopted a decision by common 
consent on founding a single party in the near future. The meeting discussed various 
important problems relating to the founding of the party. According to what Ri Kwan 
Rin remembered, there was a particularly lively discussion at the meeting with 
regard to the name of the party. The question was whether the party would be 
called the Korean Revolutionary Party or the Revolutionary Party of Koryo. It was 
agreed in the end that the name was important, but that it was still more important 
to lay down proper duties and a proper programme for the party in line with the aim 
of their activities. So they settled on naming it the Revolutionary Party of Koryo and 
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passed on to debating its programme. 


After a year the leaders of the independence movement who attended the 
Niumaxiang Meeting held a joint conference with delegates from the Chondoist 
reformist group and from the Hyongphyong Association from the homeland, as well 
as with delegates from the Maritime Province of Siberia, at which they formed the 
Revolutionary Party of Koryo with the aim of “abolishing the present system of 
private property and doing away with the existing state organization so as to build a 
unitary world state based on communist institutions.” My ailing father was unable 
to attend this conference. After looking round Beishan and Jiangnan Parks and 
meeting the cadres of the young men’s organization in Xinantun, my father returned 
to Fusong and told us over the telephone to leave Linjiang. After travelling a short 
distance from Linjiang, we met two Independence Army men sent by Company 
Commander Jang Chol Ho. They wore mourners’ hats, and this was to evade the 
suspicious eyes of the special agents. We set out for Fusong in the horse-drawn 
carriage they had brought with them. Father came out as far as Daying, some 10 
miles from Fusong, to meet us. I felt as if all my anxieties were gone when I saw 
father smiling brightly, though looking unwell. Leading my younger brothers by the 
hand I went running up to him. Even before I could greet him, my brothers had 
seized him and poured out what they had kept in their hearts for two months. While 
answering all their childish questions, father kept his eyes steadily on my face. 

“I can see the water of the homeland has really done you good! After I sent you 
home to Korea, I could hardly sleep. And here you are back, having become so 
grown-up and strong!” said father joyfully. 


That night our family sat in a happy circle and talked until late, saying everything 
we wanted to tell one another. That was when I heard of Mr. Hwang and old Mr. 
Kim from Jonju who had helped my father to escape, and of the saga of Kong Yong 
in the bandits’ lair in Man-Jiang. 


While I was talking about what I had seen and felt in the homeland, I told my 
father of my resolve never to cross the River Amnok again before Korea had 
regained her independence. Father looked at me with satisfaction; then he 
supported my resolve by saying that that was what a son of Korea should 
naturally do. Then he remarked that I should not think that my study of Korea had 
ended at Changdok School; I should continue to study with greater zeal to 
understand the homeland and its people even after settling down in a foreign land. 


A few days later I started at Fusong Primary School No. 1. My closest friend at that 
school was Zhang Wei-hua, a Chinese boy. He was a son of the Chinese who was 
the second or third richest man in Fusong. There were dozens of private soldiers at 
his house. Almost all me insam (ginseng) farms in Donggang, Fusong County, 
belonged to the Zhangs. Every autumn they dug up insam roots and took them to 
other provinces on horses or donkeys to sell them. When they were going to other 
places to sell insam, their private soldiers would stand guard along the route. 
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Although the father of Zhang Wei-hua was a wealthy and well-known man, he was 
a man of conscience who hated imperialism and loved his country. So was his son. 
In later years when I was engaged in my revolutionary activities, I was saved many 
times thanks to their help. 


Among the Korean pupils, Ko Jae Bong, Ko Jae Ryong, Ko Jae Rim and Ko Jae Su 
were my friends. 


In the days when my father was conducting revolutionary activities in and around 
Fusong, the situation was very unfavourable because the reactionary Chinese 
warlords had turned pro-Japanese and were obstructing the activities of the Korean 
patriots in every possible way. Moreover, my father’s health was not good 
owing to the aftereffects of the terrible torture inflicted on him in Pyongyang and 
in Phophyong and of his frostbite. Nevertheless, my father did not slacken his 
revolutionary struggle in the least. 


A new doorplate outside our house in the street of Xiaonanmen read “Murim 
Surgery.” In fact, my father was not in a position to treat any patients. Rather, he 
needed treatment himself. But before long he set off again on a trip. Everyone tried 
to dissuade him. Jang Chol Ho, Kong Yong, Pak Jin Yong and all the other 
independence movement fighters in Fusong remonstrated against the trip. Uncle 
Hyong Gwon and I tried to stop him, and even my mother who normally supported 
and backed up silently whatever he did entreated him to refrain from going for this 
once. 


But he stuck to his decision and left Fusong. My father was so uneasy at the news 
that, because the upper levels of the Independence Army units operating in the area 
of Naidaoshan were not united and were squabbling in several factions for 
influence, the army was in danger of disintegration. 


On the instructions of Jang Chol Ho, a man escorted my father to Antu. When he 
left Fusong, he took some ten kilogrammes of millet and a pot of bean paste for two 
men’s provisions in a knapsack, and carried an axe and a pistol with him. They 
would have to go hundreds of miles across a deserted country to reach their 
destination. They had a hard time going through the no-man’s-land, I heard later. At 
night they built a campfire in the open and slept, leaning against a pile of logs with 
nothing to cover them. My father kept coughing so hard that the other man was 
constantly worried. 


Even after his return from Antu, he continued to cough violently. A few days later, 
in spite of the bad state of his health, he began to work to obtain authorization for 
the opening of Paeksan School. This was a school with a long history established 
by the Korean exiles and patriotic forerunners in the Fusong area in cooperation 
with the farmers at a time when a movement to establish private schools was 
briskly under way in the homeland. At first, the school was no more than the size 
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of Sunhwa Private Village School for the study of Chinese classics in 
Mangyongdae which my father attended. So it was as big as a two-room farm house 
of today. Yet, the tiny Paeksan School had to be closed down for a long time 
because of a lack of funds. When our family moved to Fusong, a movement was 
afoot to reopen the school. Since the local warlord in authority backed up by the 
Japanese imperialists would not readily grant permission for the opening of the 
school, my father became extremely concerned. 


Wherever he went, my father used to pay primary attention to the education 
movement and set up schools. On the eve of its opening, my father went to the 
school with Jang Chol Ho, taking with them on carts desks and chairs made ata 
woodworking mill. Although he did not stop working as a doctor at the “Murim 
Surgery,” his heart was always at the school. He became honorary headmaster 
of Paeksan School. He did not teach in person, but he showed interest in what was 
taught and in the work of supporting the school. He often made speeches and 
guided the extracurricular activities of the children at the school. 


The Mother Tongue Reader used at Paeksan School was written by my father. 
After opening the school, he went to Sanyuanpu in Liuhe County, and then wrote 
the textbook with someone named Pak Ki Baek (Pak Pom Jo). When he wrote 
teaching materials, interested people took them to Sanyuanpu for printing, and the 
printed books were distributed around Manchuria. There was a printing house in 
Sanyuanpu under the control of the political organization Jongut-bu, and this printed 
school textbooks. Printing was done by lithography, and the books printed there 
were attractive. The textbooks printed there were used at Korean schools 

in Manchuria. 


My father called many meetings in Fusong to discuss problems of education and 
dispatched able people to Antu, Huadian, Dunhua, Changbai and other areas to set 
up schools and night schools everywhere there were Koreans. 

The Yugyong School in Deyongcun village, Shibadaogou, Changbai County, was 
also founded in those days. Ri Je U who later joined the Korean Revolutionary Army 
and became a member of the Down-with-Imperialism Union, and anti-Japanese 
fighter Kang Ton attended this school. 


As matters at Paeksan School were a success, my father again toured other 
parts of Manchuria and conducted work among the independence movement 
fighters. The main part of his activities in this period was the struggle for achieving 
the unity and cohesion of the independence movement. Since top of the agenda was 
the founding of a single party capable of implementing the line of the change of 
course, the problem of achieving the unity of the ranks of the independence 
movement which was the prerequisite for it became an urgent task which nobody 
could ignore. My father gave his last years entirely to this cause. 


A new era was ushered in when the three organizations of Jongui-bu, Sinmin-bu 
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and Chamut-bu came into being in Manchuria as a result of the amalgamation of the 
many small independence movement organizations that had had their own areas of 
influence in the three provinces of Manchuria. But these three organizations, too, 
were given to squabbling to expand their spheres of influence, only to be scorned by 
the people at large. 


In this situation my father, who was convinced that unity was the most pressing 
historical need, held discussions about the measures for achieving the unity and 
cohesion of the ranks of the independence movement with representatives from the 
Korean National Association and military organizations at home and abroad in 
Fusong in August 1925, and formed the Association for the Promotion of the Alliance 
of National Organizations. My father’s intention was apparently to hasten the 
establishment of a single party through the activities of this association. He worked 
against time every day, busier than ever. It seems that he realized that his days 
were numbered. 


Not long after that my father became seriously ill. From the spring of 1926 he was 
confined to bed. Hearing of his illness, many people from different places visited our 
house. Every time I came home from school I saw five or six pairs of unfamiliar 
shoes on the earthen verandah. The people came to inquire after the condition of my 
father, bringing medicines they believed to be efficacious for his health, and 
consoled him. However poor they were, nearly everyone of them brought at least 
one insam root. But my father’s illness was too far-gone, so medicine had no effect 
on him. Spring was bringing arich lifeblood to everything alive on Earth and 
everything was singing of the new season. But alas, this could not restore my 
father’s health, even though everyone desired it so earnestly. 

I was too worried to go to school in peace. One morning I turned back halfway to 
school and went home. I was anxious about father. 


“Why don’t you go to school?” he asked me sternly. I heaved a deep sigh, unable to 
say anything in reply. “Go,” he said. “A man with such a weak heart will never do 
anything great.” Thus he made me go to school. 


One day O Tong Jin came from Jilin with Jang Chol Ho to see my father. In 
accordance with the line set out at the Fusong conference he had been working hard 
to unite the anti-Japanese patriotic forces, but as things had not turned out as he 
had desired, he had been in anguish. So, he said, he had come partly to discuss the 
matter with my father and partly to ask how he was. With this, he indignantly 
denounced those who were guilty of separatist acts. The hot-tempered Jang Chol Ho 
declared in a rage that they should break with those diehards. 


My father who had been listening attentively to the two men took both of them by 
the hand and said, “No, that won’t do. It may be a hard job, but we must bring 
about unity at all costs. We won’t win independence before we are united and rise 
in arms against the enemy.” After they had left, father spoke of the factional strife 
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which had continued from the period of the Ri dynasty, and he deplored the fact 
that when the country had been lost due to the factional struggle, the people who 
professed themselves to be champions of the independence movement were still 
unaware of the truth and, split into many small groups, were squabbling in factions. 
Without doing away with the factional strife, he went on to say, it was impossible 
either to achieve the independence of the country or to bring about civilization and 
enlightenment. Factional strife is a cause of decline in national strength and attracts 
foreign forces. When foreign forces come in, the country will go to ruin. During your 
generation it is imperative to root out the factional strife, achieve unity and rouse the 
masses. 


When I returned home from school to nurse him, father had me sit by his bedside 
and told me about many things. They were mainly accounts of his experiences in 
life, and they were very instructive. One thing I cannot forget to this day is his 
remark about how a revolutionary should be prepared for three contingencies. 
“Wherever he may go, a revolutionary must always be prepared for three 
contingencies. He must be prepared for death from hunger, death from a beating 
and death from the cold; yet he must stick to the high aim he set himself at the 
outset.” I engraved these words of my father deep on my heart. His remarks about 
friends and friendship were also instructive. 


“A man must not forget the friends he has gained in adversity. One must rely on 
one’s parents at home and on one’s friends outside; that is what ts traditionally 
said, and it is an important saying. True friends who will be one’s partners through 
thick and thin are dearer than one’s brothers.” That day he talked for a long time 
about friends and friendship. He said: I began the struggle by winning comrades. 
There are people who obtain money or pistols to begin the independence movement, 
but I started by seeking in all places for good comrades. Good comrades will not fall 
from heaven nor spring out of the earth. They must be looked for at great cost by 
oneself just as gold or precious stones are prospected for, and must be fostered. 
That is why I have moved around Korea and the wilderness of Manchuria all my 
life until my feet were blistered. Your mother, too, has had a hard time being 
hospitable to guests, going hungry all her life. If you have a true heart that is 
dedicated to the country and the people, you can obtain many good comrades. What 
matters is the mind and the heart. Even without money people can be comrades if 
they are like-minded. This is why friendship that is hard to obtain with a mountain 
of money can be acquired with only a glass of hot water or a slice of potato. I have 
neither a fortune nor power, but I have a great many good friends. If this can be 
called a fortune, I think I have the greatest of fortunes. I have never grudged my 
comrades anything. That is why my comrades have protected me at the risk of their 
lives. It is because my comrades have helped me selflessly that I have been able to 
devote myself to the movement for national liberation in the face of every manner of 
hardship and trial. 


He said that even in his sickbed he missed his friends more than anything else, 
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and told me over and over again to find many good comrades. 

“Only he who will die for the sake of his comrades will find good comrades.” Still 
now this teaching given me by my father remains deeply impressed on my mind. 
For several months my mother nursed my father devotedly as he fought desperately 
against his illness. Her devotion was unequalled and really touching. But even her 
superhuman exertions could not save my father. 


On June 5, 1926, my father passed away under the small roof of a hut in a foreign 
land hundreds of miles away from his home, grieving over his lost country. 
“When we were leaving our home, we said we would achieve independence and 
return together. But Iam afraid I cannot return. When the country wins its 
independence, you return home with Song Ju. I do not want to depart without 
attaining my aim. I entrust Song Ju to you. I wanted to give him education up to 
secondary school, but I think that is impossible. If you can, please send him to 
secondary school at least, even if you must live on gruel to do so. Then, as for the 
younger boys, everything will depend on Song Ju.” 


My father’s last wish imparted to my mother began with these words. Handing 
over to her the two pistols he had always carried with him, he said: 
“If these guns are discovered after my death, there will be trouble. So bury them and 
then give them to Song Ju when he has grown up and starts on the road of 
struggle.” 


Then he gave us three brothers his last injunction: 


“I am departing without attaining my aim. But I believe in you. You must not forget 
that you belong to the country and the people. You must win back your country at all 
costs even if your bones are broken and your bodies are torn apart.” 

I wept loudly. My father’s death let loose my pent-up grief for my lost country. My 
father died after passing his life enduring every manner of hardship and suffering 
for the sake of his country. Even when he was mortally ill because of repeated 
torture and severe frostbite, he did not give in but went to meet the people and his 
comrades. When he was exhausted, he walked with a cane, and when he was 
hungry, he allayed his hunger by eating snow. He never looked back or wavered; he 
always walked straight forward. My father did not take sides with any faction or 
seek power but dedicated his whole life without hesitation to the cause of national 
liberation and the working people’s well-being. He was free from worldly desires 
and self-interest. When he had money, he suppressed his desire to buy sweets for 
his children and saved it up and bought an organ, which he contributed to a school. 
He placed his fellow-countrymen above himself, and his motherland above his 
family. He moved forward without faltering in the teeth of the cold wind. He lived as 
a man of integrity and an upright revolutionary. I never once heard my father talking 
about household affairs. I inherited a great deal from my father in ideological and 
spiritual wealth but nothing in the form of property and money. The farm 
implements and household utensils now on display in my old house are all legacies 
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left behind by my grandfather, not by my father. 


The thought of “Aim High,” being prepared for the three contingencies, the idea of 
gaining comrades, and two pistols—this was all I received from my father. My 
heritage was such that it portended great hardship and sacrifice for me. 
Nevertheless, there could be no better heritage for me. 

My father was accorded a public funeral. On the day of the funeral the street of 
Xiaonanmen was crowded with mourners. Many of his comrades, friends and 
disciples who had followed and respected him in his lifetime, as well as his former 
patients, streamed from all parts of north and south Manchuria, Jiandao and from 
the homeland. Even the head of Fusong County called with a bundle of gilt 
incense papers. He burned incense and bowed in tears before the spirit of my 
departed father. 


It was decided that my father’s body would be laid to rest at Yangdicun on the 
bank of the River Toudao-Songhua some four kilometres from Xiaonanmen. During 
his lifetime my father had often visited the village. He was great friends with the 
villagers, as close as brothers and sisters, and talked with them and treated their 
illnesses. After his death, my father would have wished to be among the people with 
whom he had been so close. That day the four-kilometre-long road from Xiaonanmen 
to Yangdicun was a sea of wailing. The independence movement followers who 
were carrying the coffin wept bitterly. The Korean women in the Fusong area wore 
white ribbons in their hair for a fortnight after the funeral. 


Thus I lost my father. I lost my father overnight, and with him a teacher and 
leader. He was my flesh and blood who had given me a life and, at the same time, a 
teacher and leader who had led me along the path of the revolution from my early 
years. His death was a heavy blow to me. The irreparable loss left a hollow in my 
heart. At times I would go and sit alone in tears on the riverside gazing at the far-off 
sky of the homeland. 


To think back, my father’s affection for me had been extraordinary. After I had 
grown a little, he used to tell me earnestly about the future of our country and 
people. His love for me had been stern and yet infinitely deep. Now I could no longer 
receive or expect such love and such guidance. 


But what lifted me up from the depth of grief was the extraordinary heritage my 
father had left me: “Aim High,” preparedness for the three contingencies, the gaining 
of comrades and two pistols. When I was at a loss what to do in my inconsolable 
and sombre grief, I drew strength from my inheritance and began to seek the path I 
must follow. 


TO BE CONTINUED 
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LIST OF KEYNOTE | 
DPRK ANNIVERSARIES DURING THE YEAR 


January 


Marshal KIM JONG UN’s birthday 
8th of January 


February 


Foundation of Korean People’s Army, 
as a regular and standing revolutionary armed force 
8th of February 
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Day of the 'Shining Star' 
anniversary of the birth of the Great Leader Comrade KIM JONG IL 
16th of February 


March 
Anniversary of Agrarian Reform Law 
5th of March 


International Women’s Day 
8th of March 


April 
'Day of the Sun', anniversary of the birth of the Great Leader Comrade KIM IL SUNG 
Foundation of the KPA as the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army (1932 ). 


25th of April 


Anniversary of Panmunjom Inter -Korean summit 
27th of April 


‘International Workers Day' 
1st of May 


June 


Anniversary of 1st Inter - Korean Summit 
15th of June 


Anniversary of start of work of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
at the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea 
19th of June 
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Anniversary of the provocation of the Fatherland Liberation War by the US imperialists 
25th of June 


Jaly 


Anniversary of the passing away of the Great Leader Comrade KIM IL SUNG 
8th of July 


Anniversary of the award of the title of Marshal to respected comrade KIM JONG UN 
17th of July 


Anniversary of victory in the Fatherland Liberation War 
27th of July 


August 


Liberation Day 
15th of August 


'Day of Songun! 
(start of the Songun revolutionary leadership 
of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL ) 
25th of August 


September 


Foundation of the Republic Day 
9th of September 


Anniversary of the passing away of 
the Anti - Japanese heroine 
and Mother of Korea Madame KIM JONG SUK 
22nd of September 
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Oetober 


Party Foundation Day 
10th of October 


Anniversary of Foundation of Down with Imperialism Union 
17th of October 


November 


Not a DPRK anniversary but the anniversary of the foundation of KFA 
13th of November 


Anniversary of 'Hwasong 15! - ICBM test fire 
29th of November 


December 


Anniversary of the passing away of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
17th of December 


Anniversary of the birth of Madame KIM JONG SUK, 
anti - Japanese heroine 
24th of December 


Anniversary of the appointment 
of the Great Leader Comrade KIM JONG IL 
as KPA Supreme Commander 
24th of December 


Anniversary of the appointment of Marshal KIM JONG UN 


as KPA Supreme Commander 
30th of December 
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